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Africa Colette Gerards +3120598 7737
Asia Monigue van Reij +31 20 598 6387
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The academic year runs from the start of September to the end of June and is
divided into semester 1 (Fall) and semester 2 (Spring).

Arrival days, orientation and introduction programme are scheduled during the
last 2 weeks of August (semester 1) or the Friday before the start of semester 2.
Exchange students are expected to attend the orientation and introduction
programme.

2019-2020
Semester 1: 02/09/2019-31/01/2020
Semester 2: 03/02/2020-26/06/2020

2020-2021
Semester 1: 31/08/2020-29/01/2021
Semester 2: 01/02/2021-25/06/2021

Nominations can be sent to: internationalrelations@vu.nl. Please mention the
student’s First name(s), Surname, Gender, E-mail address, Exchange semester (1
or 2, or the full academic year), level, and field of study. Please use our
nomination sheet.

Deadlines for nominations (please note that we prefer to receive nominations as
early as possible!):

o 1 April (Semester 1 or full academic year)

e 1 October (Semester 2)



http://www.vu.nl/exchange
mailto:Internationalrelations@vu.nl
mailto:internationalrelations@vu.nl

A confirmation e-mail will be sent to the nominated student after the
nomination deadline to inform the student about the (online) application
procedure.

Nominated students need to apply through the online application system of
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. The web link to the online application system will
be communicated to nominated students only.

Students should finalize the online application procedure before:
e 15 April (Semester 1 or full academic year)
e 15 October (Semester 2)
Deadlines are strict when students need a visa and/or housing via the university.

Students wishing to participate in courses at Master’s degree level need to have
finished a Bachelor’s degree by the start of their exchange. They need to submit
proof when applying by means of a (copy of a) Bachelor’s degree, or an official
statement that the student will have obtained the degree before the exchange.

General; www.vu.nl/exchange

E-mail: incoming@vu.nl

If there are more students interested in VU Amsterdam for a semester than can
be nominated in the framework of the exchange agreement, there is the
possibility for them to come as fee paying non-degree students in our Study
Abroad programme.

VU Amsterdam also offers a successful Summerschool Programme.

Dutch and English

C1 (TOEFL IBT at least 92, academic IELTS 6.5)

Students at undergraduate level (Bachelor):

English language proficiency is the responsibility of the visiting student. Students
can be rejected for courses if they do not meet the above mentioned level of
English proficiency.

Students participating in Master’s degree courses:

Proof of English language proficiency by means of a TOEFL or IELTS test result is
mandatory for students participating in courses at Master’s level. Exempted are
students who have completed at least two years of a fully English-taught
programme no longer than two years prior to the exchange.

C1 (TOEFL IBT at least 110, academic IELTS 7.5)

C1 (advanced level, NT2)

Proof of Dutch language proficiency is mandatory for visiting students who wish
to participate in courses taught in Dutch.

Exempted are only students who have completed at least two years of a fully
Dutch taught programme no longer than two years prior to the exchange.
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Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam offers international students Arrival and
Introduction days before the start of each academic semester. The programme
consists of social activities, information about registration at the municipality,
sports and cultural facilities for students, ICT, opening a bank account, etc.
Students are most strongly advised to attend this orientation programme.

Students can take Dutch language courses at the Department of Dutch as a
Second Language (link).

No English language courses for exchange students are offered.

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam offers facilities for students with a disability. The
partner institution or the student should contact the VU International Office at
incoming@vu.nl around the time of nomination to check if we can provide all
necessary support and facilities.

For issues such as study progress, motivation, family matters, adjusting to life in
the Netherlands, discrimination, disputes with lecturers, students can contact
one of the student counsellors. More information can be found on the website
of Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (link).

Exchange students can apply for student housing through the central VU
International Office. An overview of housing options can be found here (link).
A handling fee of €200 per semester is required for this service. Students will be
informed about the procedure after uploading their application package.
Housing cannot be guaranteed. Students housing can only be rented for the full
period (semester or a year).

Deadline for confirming accommodation and payment of the handling fee for
housing is (semester 1) and (semester 2).

For staff members, accommodation will be arranged through the department
they will be visiting.

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam will apply for a visa and/or a residence permit on
behalf of the exchange student or staff member (if necessary). Students will be
informed about the procedure after uploading their application package. More
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